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60 YEARS ON, WE WILL
REMEMBER THEM OR WILL WE?

Our War Memorial is in a prominent
position and most people must pass it
every day. It has been smartened up

with new railings in the 60th anniver-
sary of the end of WW2. It looks im-
pressive but are our memories of
what it really stands for equally clear?

If you go by the numbers of the com-
munity who turn out for the annual

service of Remembrance that seems

doubtful. What about reminiscences?

Rationing, make do and mend, black-
outs, evacuees, family members

killed or missing-the local tragedy
when Seafield Street was bombed.
Were you in the armed forces or a
child in a family struggling to coPe

with essentials that were on ration or
impossible to find? PerhaPs, we can

feature some of these local memories

in the summer issue of this paper ?

Sixty years late a Memorial to the
Women of WW2 is due to be un-
veiled by the Queen in Whitehall,
London on July 9th. It seems very
appropriate to feature in this issue one
of our own village who fought for us

during that War, one of those to
whom this new Memorial will be

dedicated. A brief account of her war
service is on page 10 of this issue.

The Government is planning to hold
special events to commemorate the
60th Anniversary of the end of WW2
on the weekend of 9/10 July. There
are plans for a Moray Commemora-
tive Service in Coopers Park, Elgin
on Sunday 8th May.

The Rotary Club of Buckie annual Six
Harbours Walk coming close by soon.

The 2005 "Six Harbours sponsored walk
passes through Portknockie on Sunday May
lst. The organisers are appealing for volun-
teers to take place in this annual fund-raiser.

The main charities benefiting this year will
be Saving Sight in Grampian, Rotary Hope

and Homes for Children, Moray Reachout

and the Dr Gray's Hospital Osteoporosis

Scanner Appeal. Groups can take part and

keep 50% of the funds they raise for their
own charity benefi ciaries.

The route of the walk is 15 miles long with
several re-fuelling points along the way. You
can download an application form from
www.sixharbourwalk.co.uk or get informa-
tion from Mel McDonald on 01542-841189.
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VILLAGE NEWS & AROUND:

Portknockie ha rbour suffered considerable
damage during the severe storrn of 1 ls and 12s

January. Gale force westerly winds and a high
tide piled water into the harbour to lap the tops

of the piers. The north pier pontoon was tom
adrift, the iron barrier protecting the paddling
pool was bent over at 90" and sections ofthe
roadway and new slipway were damaged by the
pounding ofthe waves. Subsequently, the
pontoon was restored and the new extension on

the north pier of the inner basin was finally put

in place by a Solent (South coast ofEngland)
firm overthe 10h/1 1b February 2005.

Warm Welcomes to Paul and Angie Curtis and

dog, Abbie who have moved into 19 New Street

and named their house "Rosemary Cottage".

They are up from Poole in Dorset. AND to
David and Dot Poole who have moved into 5

Blantyre Place. They have come here from the

lovely area of Appledore in North Devon.

Remember in the autumn all the dire wamings
that this winter would be a bad one? Apart from
one cold snap January was incredibly mild this
year. The end of February and March did bring

frequent cold northerly winds and snow showers

but, even then, we did not suffer the awful
weather experienced in southem and eastem

England and much of Europe. Italy and south

Spain were both hit by heavy falls of snow.

Spring does seem to be aniving earlier and

earlier and Scotland's climate is now said to be

similar to that of the south coast of England ten

years ago. There have been sightings ofbees
and ladybirds in December four months before

they are normally expected. Your Editor
watched a caterpillar run across the second green

at Cullen Golf Course at the end of January.

Frogspawn was also noted in an Inverness pond

on January l6th, the earliest sighting ofit ever

recorded. A report by the Woodland Trust

showed that spring last year came four weeks

earlier than in the 1920s - that record may be

broken yet again this Year.

Your Editor often feels the need for feedback

to improve The Ktnocker. It does not always

come despite my frequent requests for follow up

comments and further information on articles -

then an Editor feels dispirited. But occasionally,

out of the blue, arrives a wonderfully passionate

letter that takes up a K'nocker story and breathes

real life into it and all is at once forgiven. Read

Etta Stewart's letter describing her early life at 8
Slater Crescent, one ofPortknockie's I 948 built
Cruden Houses. It fair warmed my heart to
receive it! Let's have more like this.

Since February 9th 2005 - you now have the
green light to roam across Scotland. The new
legal access rights arise with the passage ofthe
Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 and the
agreement on a Scottish Outdoor Access Code.

This is a major piece of devolution legislation
and gives Scots greater freedoms of outdoor
access than enjoyed in the rest of the tIK. The

statutory right to access most land and inland
waters for recreational purposes must be,
however, exercised responsibly. This means

respecting the interests ofother people and

acting with courtesy and consideration for their
privacy, taking care of the environment by
leaving the land as you find it and taking full
responsibility for your own actions e.g. acting
with due care at all times.

There is a 133 page folder, the Scottish Outdoor
Access Code that describes your rights and

responsibilities in the Library. It gives details of
how you should park vehicles, use waterways,

cycle, cross farmyards and fields, give residents

their privacy and keep dogs under proper control
whilst making use of the countryside.

Portknockie now has a Reading group' a novel

way of meeting people and enjoying reading' See

its news in the What's on in the Port page 13'

The War Memorial was fitted bY Alan
McDonald of Fochabers with its galvanised steel

replacement railings in the middle of February.

The old ones were only being held up with the

thickness of black paint on them!

The Caravan site over winter has been filled
with large mobile homes and has been renamed

the Melody Brooks Holiday Home Park.

100 years ago the Northern Scot reported on the

award of a silver medal with two clasps to

George Innes Russell, I l9 Portknockie for
service in South Africa. Mr Russell served in the

2nd Scottish Horse. Can any family member or

other readertell us more about this particular
village honour?

Sadly on February 23"d we lost our oldest

regular reader with the passing of Alice, 'Lal'



Slater from The Neuk, Cliff Tenace. The

obituaries in the local papers referred to her as

"Allie". Who is correct? Bom On July 19'h

1902, she certainly lived through a lot ofhistory
for Portknockie.

Following the success of "Aye Afloat" Frank

Reynolds has published another song, entitled

"Evangeline" telling the story ofthe tragic
sinking of the Portknockie Zulu fishing boat off
Stronsay in January 1905. Eight crew members

were lost, 7 from Portknockie and I from Cullen.

Geoff Roberts, our local artist, has been leading

four workshops this term for local children at the

Portknockie School. The youngsters have been

encouraged to prepare designs with fishing and

historical themes, which might be used for an art

work to be created forthe school grounds. Geoff
also has some ideas buzzing around in his head

for a low relieffrieze in coloured concrete that

will illustrate key aspects of local history and

could be positioned down the side of the foot-
path from Patrol Road towards the harbour.

To be Wet or Dry? In 1980 Findochty finally
voted to have a licensed premise in the village.
Was there ever a time when Portknockie was dry
and then took the decision to go for a pub and a

hotel? If not why was there such a difference

between the fwo adjoining communities?
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A Fulmar Sculpture has been erected near the

Dolphin Seat overlooking Cullen Bay. It was

created by Findhorn artist, Richard Brocklebank

and the inset panel is by our local designer, John

Tasker. It overlooks the cliffs where the Fulmars

patrol. The poem inset reads:

"Birds of the Firth and

wide open sea

Fulmars nest on the cliffs
from here to Tiree.
On the ocean in
winter they float
fish and roam.

But from Christmas
to autumn these cliffs
are their home."

VILLAGE IN BLOOM 2OO5

Because we have been three times winners of the

Best-kept Village in Moray Shield this year we

are not eligible to win the top prize. So it seems

the right time to re-test the possibilities of
entering the village in the Beautiful Scotland in
Bloom competition. This national competition
challenges everyone to improve where they live,
where they work and where they relax. To
succeed at it, we not only need to establish

numerous wonderful floral features across the
village but we also need to demonstrate that the
whole community has taken an active part in

creating the presentation. You can get involved
by donating to the costs, volunteering to dig,
weed, prune, paint, plant, cut, water or tidy. The

best way to get started is in your own home by
bringing out its floral best and then seeing how
you can spread the good work to neighbours and

the rest of the community.

The Urquharts - Lil and Jim are leading this year

on the management and organisation associated

with the Village in Bloom Campaign with the

full backing of the Community Association

committee members. Offers of help and advice
will be most welcome and essential for us if we
are to have any chance ofgaining any formal
recommendations from this national competition.
Ideally we need to show that all our local groups

and local businesses have been actively involved
in preparing and maintaining our village display.

Many of us are quite sure that the efforts mad so

far have been very good for Portknockie's profile

- it has helped attract visilors, it has helped sell
property, it must have brought in more custom

for local business and it has raised the image of
Portknockie as a desirable place to know. So

will you all show your interest and support for
this year's preparations to improve the village
environment?

At the village meeting in the Library on March
9th a dozen volunteers met to plan and co-

ordinate this season's work programme. Margret
and Arthur Wood will, as usual, care for the

Beach feature at the west end of the village'
Gerry Connelly has agreed to take care of Station

Road and the Cottage Garden and he also keeps

tidy fwo of the beds in the Mcleod Park. Eric
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and Betty Earl will be keeping the Ship's Wheel
area, by the Church Street telephone box, tidy
and Eric will also be mowing the grass at the
Millennium Garden this summer.

It is hoped to persuade members of SOMY2GO
to create and maintain a feature outside the
Youth Centre. The young Ceramics Club
members will be asked to sort out the two
features at the junction of Hill Street and Haig
Street. We need a volunteer for improving the
appearance ofthe circle at Hill Street. It is rather

bare and drab with just its grasses growing. Bob
Croucher will prune the roses and weed the
Millennium Garden as required and Catherine &
Graham Vaughn have agreed to take care ofthe
War Memorial display. Helen & David Field
will keep up the appearance ofthe Treasure
Island feature and the Bus stop in Bridge Street

and John Bell will be keeping the school troughs
watered.

Helen Sammon has agreed to care for the

McBoyle Hall and the Caravan Park entrance

area and, with Lil Urquhart, to keep the garden

behind the Chemist's shop tidy. John Mair, as

usual, will be maintaining the show at the north
end of Admiralty Street and Shirley Mclean has

pledged expected birthday money to set up this
year's display in the Slater Crescent circle. Lil &
Jim Urquhart have a hard act to follow in trying
to re-establish the Square as it was when Willie
Hay looked after it. The whole team will also be

called upon to help with painting, vamishing and
planting out the troughs and hanging baskets at

the appropriate time. The judging for Beautiful
Scotland in Bloom takes place early in July so

the race is on.

In this Beautiful Scotland Competition a
community also scores points for its recycling
efforts, its management of graffiti and litter, its
ideas for sustaining the local wildlife and its
imagination in improving drab parts of the

environment - so there are many avenues that
enthusiasts can take on and help to make a

difference. Watch out for notices asking for
volunteers but do not hesitate ifyou have a good

suggestion to put it forward where it can be acted

upon. Remember there is no perfect place in
existence. Everywhere can be enhanced in some

way. If your part of the village looks untidy or
drab then take action and get it sorted. There is

nothing which is beyond us if we really want it
to happen!

You should also be aware by now that many
bulbs were planted around Portknockie last
autumn and, weather permitting, there should be

a bonny show ofcolour this spring.

COMMUNITY COUNCIL NEWS:

Sadly, it seems inevitable that we must suffer
from time to time the unsocial marauding from
the local vandals. A vehicles has been driven
over the football pitch in the park causing deep
indentations in the grass and what possible
explanation can there have been for the violence
taken to the ship's wheel in the Bridge Street
Treasure Island feature? Smashing that wheel
which was built for us some three years ago by
Graham Pirie must have taken a lot of brute force
and determination; no way could it have been an

accident! It took two attempts to finally finish it
off, the second attempt on Monday 17'h January.
The police remind us that acts of vandalism such

as this must be officially reported if they are to
stand any chance ofdoing anything to track
down the perpetrators. Sadly, in this instance,
nobody in the village appears to know anything
about the two incidents - or do they?

Your Community Council has given backing to a
proposal to agree a formal constitution for the
Moray Joint Community Councils Group. This
informal group of representatives from Moray
Community Councils has been meeting since
Scottish Community Councils were first put in
place back in 1975, but it has never been
recognised as a constituted body. lt now seems

appropriate to adopt a formal position so that any

common problems affecting the Community
Councils across Moray might be taken up by a
joint body. This should carry more clout in any

consultations with national bodies and the
Scottish Executive than comments coming ilom
individual Community Councils. It could also

cut down on duplication of effort.

Typical of the recent issues common to all
communities have been responding to proposals

such as the plans for closing rural post offices
and the steps being taken by BT to remove many
public telephone boxes. As a formal body,
Moray Joint Community Councils can convey a

powerful united message. Members attending
the Joint Community Councils meetings do so

mandated to represent their community's views
in all discussions. Obviously each local
Community Council will continue to deal with
its own unique issues as before.



Following the resignation of Catherine Ritchie
from the bo.rnunity Council on Monday l4h
February, Margret Wood has been confirmed as

Chairman for the rest of this year. Your village
Community Council is now down in strength by
two members. Now is the time for any interested

residents of the village who would like to help

promote the well-being of the community to
consider membership. New elections for the

Community Council take place this autumn' An
advert in the newspapers calling for nominations

will be published on Friday 5'h August and

papers must be lodged by 22"d September. The

poiting day will be on Thursday 24'h October.
The term of offrce of the cunent Community
Council ends on 3'd October.

Two local concerns have been shared with other

community councils - the continuing difficulty
with parking at Dr Gray's Hospital (everyone

seems to be dissatisfied with the situation) and

the Moray Council housing arrangement that

requires the relatives of deceased tenants to clear

the property within a week. We feel that there

should be a longer period ofgrace offered in this

situation.

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION NEWS:

The McBoyle Hall acoustics have been clearly
improved with the arrival of a professional sound

system costing f I 708. It comprises a Yamaha

mixing desk, Mackie SRM450 speakers, stands

and microphones, including a radio mike.

Thanks to Frank Reynolds and Nigel Middleton

for arranging this. The costs were met from last

summer's Festival of Fishing profits.

A grant of f1 750 from Moray Council is being

used to provide two road signs in Church Street

pointing to the new Fishermen's Memorial and

to create a plaque on Flagstaff Hill recording the

dedication of the Memorial on July 25'n 2004.

The plaque has been designed and positioned by

the Elgin Marble Works.

A separate grant offl 500 is being spent on

landscaping the harbour area around Flagstaff
Hill. Two paths will be re-positioned and graded

with steps, a new, environmentally friendly seat

will be positioned looking over the harbour and a

matching bin provided The white anchor is to be

moved and made into a permanent feature, The

slopes below the Flagstaff are to be planted with
100 Scottish native plants to give seasonal colour

and interest. The plants chosen are similar to

those featured in the landscaping ofthe new
Holyrood Parliament in Edinburgh.

A 100 Club has been re-introduced for
Portknockie and will be paying out to lucky
members starting on March 28th. Prizes each

month are expected to be one of f,30 and two of
f 10 with extra prizes at Christmas. Members
pay fl 5 a year subscription. To join contact
Donna Coull or any of the Committee members.

Repairs are to be carried out to the slates and

guttering of the McBoyle Hall roof and it is
hoped to lower the kerb in front of the Hall and

replace the broken flagstones with smooth

tarmac. This will offer better access to the Hall.

Following changes in legislation relating to the

Disability Discrimination Act, which is aimed to
ensure that disabled persons are able to access

public buildings, Portknockie's designated

Polling Station will, in future, be at the McBoyle
Hall and not at the Youth Centre in Church
Street.

Joe Smith
Roofing maintenance

*THE SMALL JOB ROOFER'

Free estimates

Tel: 01542-842826
Motrife: 0797 9524571

A LETTER F'ROM ETTA STEWART' NOW
LIVING IN STRATHAVEN, LANARKS:

Hi Bob, my name is Etta, I am the eldest of the

four Mclntosh children whose family was

mentioned in the last issue of The K'nocker as

one of the first tenants of the Cruden Houses

built in Portknockie in 1948.

"I was playing at my friend Joyce's house the

night the Council allocated the houses. Joyce's

Dad, John Deere was a Councillor and, when he

came home from the meeting, he told me to go

home and tell my Mother that we had got

number 8 Slater Crescent in what was lovingly
known as "The Circle". I ran all the way home

bursting with the news. My Mother did not

believe it and she had no idea where Slater

Crescent was. I knew it well as I was always

getting chased off the scaffold by the workmen-



I took her to see the houses next day. We lived
at Harbour Place (No 24) and we had no running
water or toilet. With four children a new house

with all mod cons was a godsend. We moved

with Bill Simpson's horse and cart and with a lot
offun and laughter.

To us children the house was huge. It had a

large living room with a tiled fireplace and big
windows looking down to the sea. It had a

kitchen big enough to eat in. Just inside the side

door there were two cupboards, one a larder and

the other was supposed to be for coal. The front
door opened on to a long hall with the bathroom
at the end. Facing that was the staircase up to a
landing with another big cupboard and three
bedrooms, two facing the back and one at the

fiont. One of the back rooms had a tiled
fireplace and all ofthem had fitted wardrobes.

They were a joy to live in and nice and warm in
the winter. We also had a large back garden.

All this for 24 shillings a week rent. (Ed. just
for comparison, Mrs Croucher recalls moving
into a Liverpool Corporation 3-bedroomed house

with garden at the end of the 1940s costing just a
fl aweekrental!).

We were next door to the Scott family who were

our ffiends from Harbour Place (No l5). Some

ofthe new housing builds now costing thousands

ofpounds do not have the room we had in our
Cruden house. Our family, including myself,
Joe, Peter and Chrissie grew up there and left
only to get married. My Mother lived on there

till her death in 1980.

Lots of the kids from that time will remember
playing in "The Circle" in summer and winter.

The pole in the middle was an electric light. We

had great fun living there. Congratulations on

the K'nocker, my sister sends it to me so I still
know what is going on in Portknockie. My
biggest shock was to hear that Alex Legge's

farm is no more. (Ed. I wonder if Etta realises

that the "Circle" was given a makeover during

the Queen's Jubilee celebrations and is now one

of Portknockie's "Village in Bloom" features).

"WILD ABOUT PORTKNOCKIE" - a series

of local nature notes bY Mary ThorPe:

STARLINGS, STORMS and SHOES

I stepped out ofmy front door the other day and

thought I heard abuzzatdmewing. It was a few

seconds before it dawned on me that it probably
would not be abuzzard in the skies above
Portknockie, although I have seen them on a
couple ofoccasions in the nine years we have
lived in "Roselea". No, it was actually a
Starling that was pretending to be a buzzard!
Not physically ofcourse,just the call. Starlings
are well known for mimicking other birds' songs

and it is not surprising when you hear their own
whistles, clicks and rattles - not very melodic.
Their song might not be that special but one

cannot say the same of their plumage, which can

be beautifully iridescent in the right light - sort

of bronzy-green with a lovely yellow beak and

red legs when in their breeding plumage. The
juveniles are quite dull and can fool novice
birdwatchers into thinking they are something
quite different. There are spectacular flocks of
them at dusk around the village getting even

bigger as smaller flocks join in. Unfofiunately,
although we have plenty locally, they are one of
our native birds whose numbers are declining
nationally.

There was a big moth at my kitchen window the

other night and I thought it was odd to see a

moth in early February so I went to check it out
in my Collins Gem Book on Butterflies and

Moths and discovered that it was more than
likely a mottled Umber moth that are often seen

on milder winter evenings. It was a male as the

female is wingless and spider like - you learn

something new every day!

What storms we have had this winter with winds
near hurricane force at one point. I noticed
some road signs down and I am sure a few of us

suffered some damage to our houses if only a

few slates off. On one particularly windy cold

afternoon I noticed up to two hundred pigeons

sheltering on the land facing side of Bow Fiddle
Rock. There were a few gulls amongst them,

the white breaking up the grey ofall those

CATHERINE'S CERAMICS
Qrualified ?eacher

Classes avail^L'Ie
ON SAIE: Paints/ greenware/

brushes, bisque

8 Victoria Street
Portknockie

01542 -840554



pigeons. I have seen birds sheltering from

storms before but never so many pigeons. We

tend to forget that cliffs are the natural

environments of the Rock Dove from which feral

pigeons originate. I am not sure if there were

some actual Rock Doves amongst them as I
could hardly stand still long enough against the

strong wind to get a good look through the

binoculars. It is certainly the right habitat for
them with both caves to nest in and open ground

for feeding. Feral pigeons are more commonly
seen than Rock Doves though. Peregrine

Falcons hunt pigeons extensively but I have yet

to see any around that area.

There is a stretch ofshingle beach between the

Preacher's Cave and Jenny's Well that Carl and I
refer to as "The Shoe Beach" as a point of
reference. Can anyone explain the strange

phenomenon ofall the shoes and boots ofevery
size on this part ofthe beach? I often go

looking for waders (that's the bird type by the

way!) down there and I am always surprised by

the amount ofshoes washed up. There are

always plenty of golf balls to be found too. I
can understand that they are probably lost balls

fiom Cullen Golf Course (Ed. quite likely mine!)

but the shoes are definitely apuzzle-

A very common little mammal that we hardly

ever see unless we are lucky is the bank vole.

So common that there are millions of them but

they are very secretive and quite hard to spot. I
was in the right place at the right time one day

near the bridge down the railway line. I was just

walking along when out of nowhere shot a little
weasel. It ran across the track and up the bank

on the opposite side and all hell was let loose as

it ran amuck in a nest of baby bank voles. There

was a lot ofsquealing as the babies scattered and

the weasel left with one unfortunate youngster in

its jaws. It was all over very swiftly and all was

quiet once again. Being mainly noctumal voles

have few predators apart from owls and the odd

weasel! Bank voles have quite a few broods in a

season of up to six young, which leave the nest

at about three weeks old and they can breed soon

after too. They eat a varied diet of nuts, seeds,

fruit, fungi, mosses and lichens and even tree

bark when food is scarce. They can often

damage young trees by their gnawing. Their

teeth grow continually and get worn down with
gnawing food. Although they usually nest in

underground burrows that have been known to

take up residence in old nests and even nest

boxes. So if you see a small, brown, sausage-

shaped creature scurrying along it will more than

likely be a little bank vole going about his
business. (Ed. Yet another amazing co-incidence
that Mary writes this account at the same time as

Eddie Anderson writes in his Nature Conundrum
series about the disappearance ofthe water vole!
Could all the water voles have just gone to visit
the Bank?).

The RSPB has just held its annual Big Garden

Birdwatch. Last year 400,000 people took part

in the count. The information gained is very
important and helps to build a picture of how our
garden bird numbers are rising or falling. Our
own garden is a good indicator of a healthy bird
population in Portknockie. We put out feeders

with nuts and niger seed plus fat balls and also

seed and scraps on the ground and on the bird
table. I have seenjackdaws landing on the fat

balls and pecking them open with their big beaks

and just about swallowing it whole, so thinking I
would outwit them, I hung the fat balls on a long

length of twine. The clever jackdaws land on

the branch and reach down to get hold ofthe
twine with their beak and pull it up before
putting a foot on that bit and repeating until the

ball is in reach and, hey presto, gone again!

We have most of the usual garden birds but have

also had a visit to our pond by a lone redwing.

They are members of the thrush family and

arrive in great numbers along with fieldfares
from Scandinavia for the winter. They are

usually seen wherever there are berries to feed

on. Waxwings have also been seen but I have

not been fortunate enough to see any yet' I did

see a lovely Great spotted woodpecker recently

in Cullen woods. I heard it calling at first
though he was not drumming. It sounded a bit
like a blackbird's "pink" call but a lot louder. It
was a very handsome male with red on the back

of the head and I watched him for quite a while
before he flew away. They like to make as loud

a noise as possible so mostly they drum on dead

hollow trees, I once heard one drumming on the

metal part of a telegraph pole. What a racket!
They can drum up to 20 times in half a second!

Isn't lovely to see the flowers starting to show?

Snowdrops and crocuses are already out this

being early February and the daffs are just about

to burst open. Scurvy grass is at its bestjust
now with its white flowers and glossy green

heart-shaped leaves. Primroses, celandines,

violets and the like will soon be blooming in the

spring sunshine and helping to make us smile-



Our sea birds will be under close scrutiny this
year. In Orkney and Shetland particularly, Artic
terns and Kittiwakes failed to raise any young at

all last year. This was put down to lack of food,

especially sand eels, which are the staple diet of
many of our sea birds. Even the Danish sand eel

fishery failed to catch their full quota that is used

as food for fish farms and livestock. RSPB

Scotland is asking the Scottish Executive to take

action on this threat. Anyone wanting more

information on this can visit the website

www.rsp.org.uk-/safegu a rdou rsealife

S&S Painting and Decorating

Free estimates and advice
No job too small

Prompt and reliable service

Contact: Sharon Mclean at 7 Blantyre Place or
phone: 01466 780605 or the mobile phone: 0796

7137470

A WATERY TALE by Eddie Anderson:

There is a patch of waste ground at the west end

of the village where Firth View turns to meet

King Edward Terrace which is waiting to be

restored as an amenity area by the developers of
Westfield Drive. This area of waste ground

was, for many years in the earlier part of the last

century, the location ofan enclosed, vaulted-

roofed water cistem part of Portknockie's water

supply. (Ed. I am told that this was a favourite
play site for village youngsters')

The water to this cistem was sourced from the

higher ground to the south of King Edward

Terrace, then known colloquially as "The Slack"-

This water source was not very reliable,
especially during a warm summer. Also the

cistem's elevation could provide only a

relatively low head-of-water for the few
properties along the Slack and in Haig Street to

the south of the LNER railway line. Nor was

the pressure much better for the higher houses

along, for example, High Street' Over the

summer months restrictions were often imposed

by the local council to minimize wasteful use of
this precious resource e.g. for garden watering

and window/pavement washing.

After the last Great War, in the mid 1940s, a new

water supply was established, pumping from

wells sunk in the gravels of the River Spey basin.
The water was pumped to a large new reservoir,
to supply local settlements and villages, built on

the high ground to the south ofPortknockie - up

"The Backie". This track, still used, leads uphill
from opposile number 30 King Edward Terrace,
past the Ordnance Survey Trig Point to reach the
reservoir on the right.

The new, enclosed reservoir has provided us ever
since with a reliable, all-year, large-capacity
water source to improve the mains water service
to all the houses in Portknockie and to allow
further new housing developments to take place.

The new service brought a major improvement
even to the old-time "Sheddie", where the
Portknockie "Watery" was normally located.

THE PORTKNOCKIE DIRECTORY

Police: Emergency 999
Non-Emergency 0845 600 5 700

Doctors: (Cullen) 840272
(Buckie)

Seafield Hospital:
Dr Grays, Elgin: 01343
Aberdeen RI: 01224
Dentist: (Buckie)
Chemist: (Portknockie)
Optician: (Buckie)
Plumber (Portknockie)
Electrician : (Portknockie)
Harbour Garage

83 1 555
83208 I
s43 13 l
68r818
831163
840268
832239
840052
840066
840099

Hydro-Electric:(24hrs)0800 300999

Scottish Gas: (24 hrs) 0800 111999

Scottish Water Helptine: 0845 600 8855

BT: (fault reporting) 0800 800 151

Coastguard: (24 hrs) 01224 592334
Environmental Incidents:0800 807060

Uplift service (after 10am) 01343 557318

NHS24 - Heafth Advice 08454 242424

Crimestoppers 0800 555 lll
Neighbourhood Watch (J.Myles) 840 000

Travel Information telephone numbers:

Moray Council:
Out of hours
Buckie Access Point

Bus & Coach:

Bluebird (lVlacduff) 01261

First Aberdeen Ltd. 01224
National Coaches 0990

01343 563000
08457 5656s6

837200

833533
650065
808080



Airports:

Aberdeen
Inverness

01224
0r667

722331
464000

Seaport: (Aberdeen)

Northlink

Trains:

0845 6000 449

National Rail Enquiries 0845 748950

Taxis: (Portknockie) 840875

Portknockie Post Office 840201

Portknockie School 840244

Portknockie LibrarY 841149

The K'nocker (Botr Croucher) 841291

PUBLIC SERVICE MESSAGES:

Do you get fed up with junk mail and unwanted

teteptrone calls telling you that there is a special

offer on new kitchens in the area or you have

won a holiday in Florida if only you will send " '
etc? There is something you can do to reduce

this happening to you by making contact with the

Mail and Telephone Preference Services'

You can register for the Mail Preference Service

by phoning 0845 703 4599 or going online to

mpsonline.org.uk and this will enable you to

request a stop to most junk mail being delivered

to yout home address but, be aware that it does

noi work for firms that you have previously

contacted and asked to write to you with details

of what they supply. To reduce cold calling on

the phone you can register with the Telephone

Preference Service on 0E45 070 0707 or

(tpsonline.org.uk). It takes a few weeks before

you t". any noticeable reduction in junk mail'

The Community First (Moray) Their Easter

2005 newsletter has news of an initiative to

launch a Patient Participation Forum to give

local people the opportunity to have a say in the

range and quality ofhealth and social care

r.*i.ts provided across Moray' It also warns

that untilnecessary funding can be sorted out,

the Handyperson service in Moray cannot take

on any new job referrals. It will, however, still

.."ord ..qu.tts in anticipation offinding the

funding to keep this valuable service running'

LOCAL HOLIDAYS 2005: Portknockie are -
;;ll ;\ June 6'h. July 25'h, September 5s and

C)ctober 10s.

Auntie Bessieos HAME COOKING: Tomato

Soup and Chicken Casserole.

Tomato Soup: To make this you will need 1oz

ofbutter, I stick ofcelery washed and chopped,

I small onion, skinned and finely chopped, 1

carrot peeled and sliced, 2 rashers ofsmoked

bacon cut into small pieces, 2 level tablespoons

of plain flour, a 24 oztin of tomatoes and 500m1

of smoked ham stock fiom boiling a ham bone'

Method: Melt the butter and cook the celery, the

onion, the carrot and the bacon for 5 minutes'

Add the tomatoes, the stock and seasoning cover

a cook gently for 30 minutes. Then sieve the

soup or liquidise it and check for seasoning.

Add a little sugar and lemon juice and serve with
a trickle of double cream swirled on top of the

soup.
Chicken Casserole: This requires 6 chicken

supremes, I tin of Campbell's cream of chicken

and mushroom soup, I teaspoon ofginger, loz
of mustard, 3 tablespoons of sherry' 4 rashers of
smoked bacon cut up in small pieces,l chopped

onion, 2oz of margarine and some milk'
Method: Melt the margarine and sautd the onion

with the bacon until quite soft. Remove from

the pan and fry the supremes until brown after

tossing them in flour seasoned with salt and

pepper. Add the onions, soup, ginger and sherry

mixed with a little milk. Then cook in the oven

in a suitable oven-proofdish for l% hours at

300-350'. Turn down the oven towards the end

of the cooking. Taste and, if liked, add a little

more sherry! (Ed. also known as the "tipsy

chicken casserole").

Disclaimer: Readers should be re-assured that

none of Auntie Bessie's recipes contain the

illegal food dye, Sudan l. The Aunt Bessie

cottage pie, minced beef cobbler and Yorkshire

Pudding with beef steak in gravy which were

withdrawn from supermarket shelves in February

have no connection at all with our own "Auntie

Bessie" recipes.

SHEAR DEZIGN
Hair bY Lisa

Open Tuesday - Saturday with late night
ThursdaYs.

Phone 84l7lf for an aPPointment



ONE FIRTH VlnW - by Margaret Dawson.
This issue she writes on "From 7" C lo 17" C -
winter dancin g in Lanzarote."

Want to escape the British winters - go Scottish

Country Dancing in the island of 300 volcanoes.

There you will find lots of steam and hot air in
the ballroom in the evening with exuberant
dancers reeling and birling. And lots of steam

outside when we had an excursion to the Fire
Mountain where, tn 1730, the earth cracked open

and, according to records left by the local priest,

"there rose a great mountain crowned by a plume

offire which burned for 19 days" leaving a
vulcanologist's paradise - 300 craters and

volcanoes!

Lanzarole has an interesting lunar landscape, but

far the prettiest place on this volcanic island was

Yaiza, known as the loveliest village on the

island and the cleanest in Spain (Lanzarote of
course belongs to Spain). Also interesting was

Haria, the town of palms - where for every boy
baby born there are planted two palms and for a

girl one!

But it was at Teguise, the ancient capital of
Lanzarote, and a visit to an old fortification
which proved to be a fascinating insight into

emigration to the New World in the 16s century.

These early inhabitants, wracked by poverty and

drought, became some of the first settlers of the

American continent - to Cuba, Mexico, San

Antonio and South America. They gained the

reputation of being the most hard-working and

humble of immigrants - not the swash-buckling,

blood-crazed conquistadors fiom mainland Spain

who went to the New World for conquest and

power and whom we hear so much about in our

history books.

In this country deprivation, poverty and

unscrupulous landlords forced the Highlanders

from Scotland to emigrate to the New World in

the I 9fr century and they too, by their hard work,
practicality and self-reliance' became the

backbone oftheir adopted countries. Some food

for thought, perhaps, in the light ofour ever-

changing society.

And the reason which took us to this fascinating

island was Scottish Country dancing! It was a

great success though we had to compete, at

times, with a Spanish disco' There were dancers

from all over Britain but no Japanese in sight -
not even a PiPer!

A WAR VETERAN REFLECTS - as told to
you Editor by Mrs Penelope Hislop of 9 Dover
Street.

Penny was born and bred a Slater in Portknockie.
Her father ran the shoe shop in Bridge Street.

Everyday life for Penny changed dramatically
because she happened to reach the age of20 in
1942 dunng World War 2. Two weeks after
registering at the Labour Exchange in Cullen she

found herselfdoing basic training at Inverness
Barracks and hoping to become a dispatch rider
with the Wrens. Her father vetoed this idea and

she next found herself at Arborfield training to
be an ATS aircraft spottero plotter and field
telephonist, part of a heavy altillery battery team.

The work involved hours scanning the sky with
binoculars - later to cause serious eye problems

so that she is now registered blind. She saw
action in the Midlands, the Ipswich area and on
the cliffs near Dover estimating the height and

approach of enemy aircraft for the gunners to
shoot them down before they had the chance to

bomb our towns. This required her to be familiar
with the silhouettes of all aircraft, allied and

enemy. Much of her service was spent in cold

underground bunkers and in isolated spots on the

edge oftowns. She also had several brushes

with what seemed to her to be spies pumping her

for secret information and one night at lpswich
she saw through her binoculars at around 3.00am

what appeared to be a vision of our Lord in the

skies. She also recalls cold nights on duty and

feeling her way in the dark to repair field lines.

As a lively fwenty year old Penny also enjoyed

what social life was possible during the war and

she fondly recalls going to dances, especially for
the Tango and she was to meet her husband

before her war service ended. In 1945 she was

demobbed and then lived with her husband near

Motherwell until some 8 years ago, after he had

died, when she came back to live in the family
holiday cottage in Portknockie, owned by her

brother, Wullie.

She is very supportive of the idea of the War
Memorial to women and every year as she

watches the Remembrance Day services she

recalls movingly the dark moments in the War

when her guns were shooting down enemy

bombers and German aircrew were dying - even

though it was in defence offieedom for our own

people.
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As I prepared to leave she brought out a sepia

photograph taken of her in her uniform, smart

and comely with her ruby red lips and her neatly

coiled hair peeping beneath her ATS uniform hat

- every inch a soldier for us all to be proud of-

POETS' CORNER: A poem by Sheena Pirie

that captures so clearly how housework takes on

urgency when pride is at stake:

PreParations

"Hey, quine come here an' gies a han'

Tae clean up oor flont room.

Jist heard fae Bella Jessie

The Minister's on his roons.

See, gang an'shak'the basses

Up against the gale the hoose,

I'll gee the grate a Polish,
Ae me this blackleed's coorse!

Noo gang an' Polish oot the fleer
An' I'll dust doon the wa'
Then polish a'the furniture.
Och, that's nae bad at a''

Clean covers for the cushions noo'

The curtains are a' richt.
Oh, gang an'tak'this orraPlant
An' pit it oot o' sicht.

Noo far's my mairrage china?

I'd better gee't a wash

The silver taepot's Polished.
Ae me, sich o' fashl

I'll pit on my SundaY frock
An' a clean sliP fae the dra'er
Noo that I'm a' readY

I suppose it quid be waur.

Oh, Minister. fit a surPrise

Jist come awa' ben here.

lf I'd kent that ye'd been comin'
I'd 'ave ha'en the room prepared."

(Poem from Davie Mair's Collection.)

A LETTER FROM LIVINGSTONf,:
It is from James Mair, who last wrote on the

subject of Slack Villa in the summer 2002 issue.

This time he draws an interesting parallel

befween our success in the Moray Best-kept

Village Competition and a newspaper article
published 56 years ago, which suggested that

Portknockie could be the cleanest village in
Scotland.

" I'vejust found the cleanest village in Scotland.

It's Portknockie, fishing village in Banffshire.
How do I know it's the cleanest? I'll tell you!

Last week I hurried round a street comer and

almost fell over a woman scrubbing the

pavement in front of her door. Not just a wipe
round the fiont step, but a real scrubbing - with
every now and then a wiping up with a cloth.

An enamel bucket of hot water stood at her

elbow.

There's nothing unusual in this in Portknockie'
Nine out of ten women scrub their own bits of
pavement - right out to the kerb and along the

length of the front of the house. Sometimes it is
done twice a week so that the glitter never leaves

the concrete. Some housewives even sweep the

street as far as its centre line. The woman in the

house opposite takes care ofthe other side'

Nearly every house front in Portknockie gets a

fresh coat of paint once in two years or oftener.

There are maroons, blues, yellows, browns,

greens, whites and light stone. Comer stones

and the frames of doors and windows are painted

in contrasting colours. Doonteps are red, silver

of gilt, not to mention the gleaming brassware on

the front door! I was told Portknockie's paint

bill is the biggest in the country for a place ofits
size. Even the dustbins are painted bluel

lnside the houses most ofthe floors are covered

with lino. When it is put down new, the house-

holder gives it a coat ofclear varnish then it is
polished every day. Yet the womenfolk aren't

fussy about dirty boots and shoes. Fishermen

husbands leave their sea boots and other sea-

going gear in outhouses. Otherwise' they come

and go into houses in workaday foofwear.

Maybe one man gave me the secret. He
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balanced on one foot and held up his other boot
for my inspection. "See that", he said. Even the
sole of his boot was polished!

And it is not only the houses of Portknockie that
are clean. Some shop floors are scrubbed white.
At school every child is clean and tidy as a new
pin. Some of their books are in their fourth term

- and the normal life of a school book is three
terms.

Not much work left for the cleansing department

in Portknockie, you would think - but there is!
Bins are emptied every day in this village, not
just once or twice a week and every street and

pavement gets a regular grooming by a man
whose job is weeding. Well done, Portknockie!"

Ed. If this account is only partly correct and we

can spread the old custom ofscrubbing anything
that is not moving we should have no problem
winning the "Cleanliness" section of the
Beautiful Scotland in Bloom Competition!

Custom Built PCs
PC Support

Wetrsite Designs

Call Neil Hedley on 01542-841439 or go to
www. Hedl

NATURE CONUNDRUM No 2 - Where have

all the Water Voles gone? By Eddie Anderson:

In the 1930s the only houses on the south side of
"The Slack", Portknockie (later renamed King
Edward Terrace) were at its eastern end where it
joined the main road to Cullen. There was

"Hamewith" (opposite the Schoolhouse), the
home of Mr & Mrs Wood who ran the village
Post Office at 4 Blantyre Place; further along

was a group of diverse properties with the

intervening land laid out as well-tended and

keenly sought after garden plots. "Summerton",
a very imposing two storey property, was

enclosed by a very high stone wall, ensuring

maximum security and privacy for its ownerso

named Addison. The adjacent house, "Slack
Villa" was the home of the Anderson family, the

father known as Dody Coy. There was a

vegetable plot next to Summerton's wall while

the rear was laid to grass lo the southern

boundary, marked by a line of tall, mature trees

with wide-spreading branches. Next to "Slack

Villa" was a small wooden bungalow, "Ashogle"
owned by Miss Grieve.
Further to the west, beyond the Backie foot-path
a watercourse, the Slack Burn, flowed from its
source close to the south side ofthe Slack Road
along the back ofthe houses described above. It
ran on under the Cullen road and debouched into
a twin-basin reservoir serving Cruat's Farm.
Throughout its length, the Slack Burn's clear
waters formed a succession of pools filled with
aquatic weeds and plants and it attracted much
wildlife. In the spring, for example, frogs and

toads would foregather to lay their spawn among
the pond weeds. Other animals attracted by the
succession of pools and the verdant area round
the dam included Moor hen and the elusive,
secretive and strictly vegetarian Water Vole,
which was often miscalled the "Water Rat",
remindful of Ratty in the well-read children's
book, the Wind in the Willows.

The reservoir of clean, clear water in the two
halves of the Dam was essential for the health
and well-being of the farm's livestock and it also
provided a vital source of power for milling the

barley as winter feed for the animals and to crush

the oats for oatmeal, a staple of the farm kitchen
for making oatcakes, pomidge and skirlie. The

oat straw was valued for filling pillows and

bedding, not only for the farm workers in the
Chaumer (Ed. the sleeping place on a farm for
its workers), but also it was used by fisher folk
for their bedding and as seating for the crews in
the dim lit cabins of herring drifters.

Since those days, the working uses ofthe Slack
Bum and the Dam Reservoir by the farm have

lessened and the western end ofthe reservoir has

been filled in. What is left of the Slack Burn still
crosses under the Cullen road into a gully at the
side ofthe grassed-over fill but has anyone, in
recent years, seen anlthing of Ratty, the Water
Vole?
(Note: A recent report in the P&J has described
the Water Vole as an endangered species, due to
the losses, from various causes, ofthe suitable
habitats it preferred - a research study is being
undertaken to find ways to bring the water voles
back to the River Ythan catchment area).

WHAT'S ON IN THE PORT:

Portknockie Playgroup News: The Playgroup

was inspected by Her Majesty's Inspectors of
Education and the Care Commission on Tuesday

7th February. The lnspection went well and the
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full report will be available at the beginning of
May.
The AGM and Enrolment evening will take place

on Tuesday 3l't May at 7pm in the playgroup.

All parents whose children will be attending the

Playgroup after the summer should come along

and enrol - this includes children who attend at

the moment. Refreshments will be served. A

new committee will be appointed at the meeting

but please do not let this put you offattending!
Committee members are needed to attend

meetings (around 6 or 7 a year), to organize

fundraisers and to help at Playgroup events.

Dates for the future: There will be a Playgroup

evening tea on Tuesday 22"d March from 6.30 -
8pm in the Seafield Hall. On offer will be a

special rafllepize of4 tickets to see the

Tweenies live in Aberdeen on Tuesday lgth

April. The Easter Picnic takes place in the

playgroup on Thursday 24h March between

10am-l l.45am. The Playgroup Sports will be

on Wednesday l5'h June. The Playgroup picnic

will be on Thursday 30tn June at "Tons o' Fun",
near Turriff.

Fishing: the weather has been very poor from
the start ofthe year and so our boats have not

had the best of catches - hopefully, the weather

will soon improve and the fishing with it.

Portknockie Machine Sewing Group - This is

a new group activity for the village. Last

autumn nine ladies from Portknockie and one

from Cullen decided to form a sewing group.

They planned to meet every Monday in the

Youth Centre Hall for ten weeks during the

winter to leam how to operate a sewing machine

properly. Extra sewing machines were

borrowed, bags of material and threads gathered,

and the hall booked.

The first class started in January under the

guidance ofan experienced machinist and

dressmaker. Everyone had the chance to leam

'hands on' then were taken through the basics of
tkeading a sewing machine and how to sew in a

straight line. Everybody in the class gets on

well and the occasional burst oflaughter or cry

ofanguish is often heard above the clatter ofthe
sewing machines.

Five weeks on and the group has steadily gained

confidence. Some members have even taken the

plunge and purchased their own machines. The

target for every member of the class is to make

an article oftheir choice by the end ofthe ten

weeks. Supervising and managing the sewing
class is Karin Rose from l, High Street.
(Ed. What a splendid idea! It would be good to

welcome more community activities like this one

and the new reading group being set up in the

village. - that's two new groups just over winter)

Portknockie Community Association events in
the McBoyle Halt: On Friday 29'h of March
there will be a licensed Quiz Night. Teams from
the village or the local area welcome. On
Saturday 30s there will be a Heritage and

Memories display with other sales tables running
from lOam to 4pm. Entrance f,l and there will
be refreshments, separately charged, served

throughout the day. That evening there will be a

family event starting at 7.30pm. This will take

the form ofa disco and X Factor challenge'
Entrance fees at the door (f'3 for adults and L2

for children). Please bring along your own
drinks. Planning has also started for next
Christmas and Hogmanay events. It is proposed

to re-instate the Boxing Day Dance on the 26'h

December featuring a live group for music.

Library Opening Hours: 5-8pm Tuesdays;2-
5pm & 6-Epm ThursdaYs; 10-l2noon on

Saturdays.

The Portknockie Reading Group was set up

this January thanks to Janet Creese. We now
meet on the second Wednesday of each month.
The objective ofthe group is to read the chosen

book, which gives the group an opportunity to
read something they might not have considered.

Then when we meet the following month,

everyone is given the opportunity to give their
opinions of the book, which then stimulates

discussion. Our first read "The Shipping News"
was a great success. It is also a social evening

with wine and snacks. It has been decided to

have a donation box at our meetings and the

money raised will go to a charity agreed by the

group. Although there are enough members in

this group, ifthere is anyone else in Porlknockie

HAIR STUDIO
New Street
Portknockie

Ladies & Gents Hairdresser

For an appointment with Amy or Deborah
phone 841028
Gents walk in on Saturdays l0-12 noon. No
appointment necessary.
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interested in setting up another Reading Group
then Janet would be quite happy to offer some

information on how to go about setting one up.
She can be contacted on 840687.

Personally, I was not initially sure about the idea

but having read the first book and discussed it, I
am now looking forward to my next read.

Being new to the village it has been a good way
to meet other people from the community.
Dorothy Poole, 5 Blantyre Place.

A Portknockie Jigsaw Swop Scheme: Mrs
Hunter of 12 High Street loves doing jigsaws and

is always searching for new challenges. She

suggests that other in the village interested in this
hobby might wish to become members of a
jigsaw loan circle. Ifyou are attracted to this
idea get in touch with Mrs Hunter.

Portknockie Seniors: The March meeting

featured entertainment by the Portsoy 75 Club.
The Jumble Sale on the 22"d February raised

$430. The AGM for this year will be on April
19s followed by "Ceilidh Time". There will be a

Morning tea in the Seafield Hall on May 246

when the summer bus run tickets will be there.

The Sunday School and Thursday Club are

taking part in the Junior Songs ofPraise in
Buckie on Sunday 24th April at 3pm in the

South-West Church. Please come along and

lend your support.

United Family Easter Service: This year it is
on Sunday 27th March at l1.l5am in the Church

of Scotland - all are welcome.

Seafield Women's Rural Institute (SWRI)
held its annual dinner at The Crannoch, Cullen
on Thursday 24th February. On March 24s
John Rose will talk about his hobby of painting'

On April 28th Moira George from Portsoy will be

talking about kilt making. The last meeting of
the year will be a talk on fostering care in Moray

by Ruth Geof&eys on May 26'h. The Annual

Outing has yet to be agreed.

Cullen, Deskford & Portknockie Heritage
Group has invited villagers to an entertaining

talk and slide show given by Amold Pirie, John

Rennie and other members in the Portknockie

Library on Wednesday 23'd March from 7.30pm.

Bowling Club Notes: Just now we are enjoying

our well-attended indoor bowling season. While

it will continue until the end of April, at the time
of writing this report, we have just the one

remaining Banffshire Indoor Coastal League
game to play. Maybe we are not just top of the
table but everyone cannot be there! However,
competitions at Clubs in the surrounding area are

continuing and over the winter Portknockie Club
memben have again acquitted themselves well.

With spring, presumably not far off, work is
restarting, in earnest, on the bowling green.

Last summer there were problems in getting the
grass to grow in certain patches but, hopefully,
with the work we have been carrying out, this
summer will see a much better surface to play

on. The new season will open around the end of
April and past, new and young members will all
be very welcome to come along and play bowls.

Portknockie Library -more IT Taster sessions

were held in the Library last month. Tuesday
l9s April still has two places for BCOM (very
basic computing for beginners) from 2.30pm to
4.30pm led by tutor, Eleanor Kidd. Please leave

your name in the Library if you are interested -

f5 is charged for attending this session. lfyou
cannot manage this date further sessions will be

available. Leave your name and phone number

at the Library and Eleanor or I will get back'

New non-fiction books on the shelves include:

"What's it all about?" - Cilla Black; "Being
Jordan"; "Arise Sir Mick" - Mick Jagger; "Feel"

-Robbie Williams; "The Theatre of Fish" -
travels through Newfoundland and Labrador.

The new Fiction list includes: "Life's for Living"
by Elizabeth Waite; "Of Woman Bom" by Gilda

O'Neill and "For all our Tomorrows" by Freda

Lightfoot. There are also new videos such as

Julia Roberts in "The Mona Lisa Smile" and

Matt Damon & Greg Kinnear in "Stuck on You"
and a CD book, "Harvest" by Tess Gerritsen'

T *dv V i,eur ts et/ & ts ru*.fut

TV and tealcoffee in rooms. Full Scottish
breakfast and private facilities.

Christine Slater 2, Commercial Road'
Portknockie, Banffshire ,4856 4JP.

Telephone: 0 I 542-840086
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